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Why democracy at 
work matters, for all 
of us!

Stan De Spiegelaere

Director of policy and Research, UNI Europa

19 March 2024, Brussels
HBS workers’ voice conference
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• You are what you do

• You learn by doing

• Confidence comes with practice
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Lesson no 1

Our political democracies 
cannot work without 
democracy at work
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Lesson no 2

Democracy at work is 
collective and union
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Data: European Value Survey 2017, only EU countries selected. Unweighted data
@Stan_ds
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Data: European Value Survey 2017, only EU countries selected. Unweighted data
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The European Services Workers Union 18



The European Services Workers Union 19

Lesson no 3

Countries with democracy at 
work do better on almost 

everything
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BLER

Workplace representation

Collective bargaining & 
union density
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Europeanparticipationindex.eu

https://europeanparticipationindex.eu/#EPI_vs_Indicators?employment
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•Lesson 1: Our political democracies cannot 
work without democracy at work

•Lesson 2: Democracy at work is collective 
and union 

•Lesson 3: Countries with democracy at 
work do better on almost everything
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